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047.OUTFITTERS, GUIDES, AND LIKE OPERATIONS (RULE 047). 
 
01. In General. Fees charged for services performed by outfitters, guides, dude ranches, hunting and 
fishing lodges, or camps are charges for the use of, or privilege of using, tangible personal property or 
other facilities for recreation. Fees charged by outfitters and like operations for providing outdoor 
recreational services are subject to sales tax. (7-1-93) 
 
a. An outfitter is any person who holds himself out to the public for hire to conduct outdoor 
recreational activities, including: hunting animals or birds; float or power boating of rivers, lakes, and 
streams; fishing; hiking; skiing; hazardous desert or mountain excursions; and other recreational 
activities. (7-1-93) 
 
b. A guide is a person employed by an outfitter to furnish personal services for the conduct of outdoor 
recreational activities. (7-1-93) 
 
02. Services Performed in More Than One State. When an outfitter’s service to a client takes place 
in more than one (1) state, and the customer receives an invoice from the outfitter that separately 
displays the Idaho portion of the charges from those of the other states, only the Idaho portion is 
subject to Idaho sales tax. (7-1-93) 
 
a. When an outfitter’s service to a client takes place in more than one (1) state and the outfitter fails to 
separately state the Idaho portion of the charges from those of other states, sales tax must be charged 
on the total amount. (7-1-93) 
 
03. Government Use Fee. Land and water use fees imposed on outfitters, such as the three percent 
(3%) fee paid to the U.S. Forest Service, are not subject to the sales tax when separately stated on the 
customer’s invoice. (6-23-94) 
 
04. Prepaid Travel Expense. When an outfitter’s invoice separately states prepaid travel expenses 
such as lodging, and the outfitter has paid sales tax, when applicable, to vendors providing the travel 
services, the outfitter will not be required to tax that portion of his bill to the customer. Example: An 
outfitter’s bill to a client for a seven (7) day hunt and prepaid travel expenses should read: 
(4-11-06) 
 

SEVEN-DAY HUNT    FEE   IDAHO SALES TAX 
 

Airline Ticket (New York/Boise)    $500   $0.00 (none) 
 
1 Night Lodging, Motel X Boise 
(Outfitter has paid tax to Motel X)  $50 $0.00  (none) 
 
7 Day Hunt     $1,500   $75.00  (on 100%) 

 
 



05. Lodging. If an outfitter provides overnight lodging for a client at a facility operated by the outfitter, 
charges for the lodging are subject to sales tax and hotel/motel taxes as provided by Idaho Hotel/Motel 
Room Sales Tax Rule IDAPA 35.01.06.011. (6-23-94) 
 
06. Equipment Rental. When an outfitter rents equipment such as ground sheets, sleeping bags, rain 
gear, boots and dry bags, to his client for use during the recreational activity, sales tax must be charged 
on the equipment rental. (7-1-93) 
 
07. Game Processing, Packing, and Taxidermy. When an outfitter bills a client for game processing, 
packing, or taxidermy services, sales tax must be charged on the entire fee to the client. The outfitter 
will provide the vendor of the services with a properly completed resale certificate. (7-1-93) 
 
08. Prepurchased Hunting and Fishing Licenses. When an outfitter purchases a hunting or fishing 
license for a client and separately states the fee on the billing to the client, no sales tax applies to the 
license fee. 
(7-1-93) 
 
09. Travel Agency Services. (7-1-93) 
a. When outfitter services are purchased by a client through a travel agency and the outfitter bills the 
travel agency for the fee, the amount billed to the travel agency is subject to tax. In this case, the agency 
is acting as an agent for the client and the additional fee charged by the agency to the client is not 
subject to the sales tax. (7-1-93) 
 
b. When outfitter services are arranged for a client by a travel agency but the outfitter bills the client, 
the amount billed to the client is subject to tax. In this case, the agency is acting as the agent of the 
outfitter and the fee paid to the travel agency by the outfitter cannot be deducted from the measure of 
the taxable sale. Even if the outfitter separately states the travel agency fee on his billing to the client, 
he must charge tax on the total amount. (7-1-93) 
 
c. When an outfitter, Outfitter X, books a client and hires a second outfitter, Outfitter Y, to provide the 
services to the client, Outfitter X must charge the client tax on the full fee. Outfitter Y must obtain a 
resale certificate from Outfitter X. If this form is not obtained, Outfitter Y must charge sales tax on the 
services provided to Outfitter X. (7-1-93) 
 
10. Purchases by Outfitters and Like Operations. (7-1-93) 
 
a. Outfitters must pay tax when purchasing equipment and supplies for use in their business. 
Examples include boats, rafts, oars, motors, horses, tack, llamas, transportation equipment, camp gear, 
cooking gear, animal feed, brochures, and promotional give-away items. (7-1-93) 
 
b. When an outfitter maintains an inventory of gear, such as ground sheets, sleeping bags, boots, rain 
gear, and dry bags, which is exclusively held for rental to clients, the outfitter may purchase the gear 
without tax in the manner previously described. The outfitter may purchase gear without paying tax 
only if the gear is rented to clients as a separate line item on the invoice to the client and sales tax is 
charged to the client. If gear is provided to clients as a part of the outfitter package fee, the outfitter 
must pay tax when purchasing the gear. (3-20-04) 
 
 



c. When an outfitter arranges travel accommodations for his client and pays the vendors of lodging, 
and restaurant or catered meals, he must pay sales tax, as well as other applicable hotel/motel taxes, to 
the vendors. When an outfitter purchases food that he will prepare and furnish to clients, no sales tax 
applies if the outfitter provides a resale certificate. The outfitter must then collect a tax from his client 
on the sale of the furnished food. Alternatively, an outfitter may buy food and pay tax on the purchase. 
Under this alternative, the outfitter will include the cost of the food in his nontaxable charges to his 
client. (4-11-06) 
 
d. When an outfitter purchases the services of a taxidermist or meat processor on behalf of his client, 
he should not pay tax to the vendor by providing the vendor with a properly completed resale 
certificate. The outfitter must charge tax to his client on this fee. (7-1-93) 
 
11. Federal Preemption. The National Maritime Transportation Security Act of 2002, enacted 
November 25, 2002, prohibits the states from imposing tax on any vessel or other water craft, or its 
passengers or crew if the vessel or water craft is operating on any navigable waters. The Tax 
Commission interprets this statute to mean that states are prohibited from taxing sales of rafting and jet 
boating trips if they occur on navigable waters. See 33 U.S.C. Section 5. If Congress repeals the 
preemption sales of rafting trips will become taxable on the effective date of the repeal. This 
interpretation is subject to judicial review and could change, depending on rulings from state 
or federal courts. (4-11-06 


